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ALUM OF THE MONTH: MS.
OMUGO JULIET WASSWA-
MUGAMBWA

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2004

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Ms. Omugo Juliet Wasswa-
Mugambwa, recipient of the College of St.
Scholastica’s Alum of the Month for February
2004.

St. Scholastica is a private undergraduate
college founded in 1912 by a group of pio-
neering Benedictine Sisters who offered col-
lege courses, then, to six young women.
Today, St. Scholastica educates more than
2,800 men and women annually and has
awarded degrees to more than 13,000 alumni.
The college offers the city of Duluth a world-
class educational facility, while simultaneously
enhancing the cultural and intellectual life not
only of the city but also all of northwestern
Minnesota.

Ms. Wasswa-Mugambwa arrived in Duluth,
Minnesota, in the dead of winter in 1990 from
her home country of Uganda. Ms. Wasswa-
Mugambwa made a remarkable transition be-
tween continents, cultures, and degrees Cel-
sius with patience and grace. | was privileged
to witness these qualities for myself when Ju-
liet served as an intern in my Washington D.C.
office. Her intellectual curiosity and desire to
experience the inner-workings of the legisla-
tive branch left an indelible memory on my
staff and me.

Ms. Wasswa-Mugambwa received the Lead-
ership Award for the class of 1994, one of the
highest honors for a student at the College of
St. Scholastica. Following her graduation that
year, she pursued a post-graduate degree in
International Economic Development at the
University of Denver, earning a Master's De-
gree in 1996. Ms. Wasswa-Mugambwa con-
tinues to sharpen her focus on the issues of
international development as an associate pro-
gram officer with the United Nations Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs.

As a UN associate program officer, site pre-
pares substantive reports for the UN Secretary
General on development cooperation issues
for consideration by the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council. Her in-
tense focus, nimble intellect, and industrious
work ethic are hallmarks of her service at the
UN, ensuring that her reports provide the
basis for coherent and effective policy guid-
ance to the operation activities of the United
Nations family of organizations.

In addition to her professional accomplish-
ments, Ms. Wasswa-Mugambwa is very proud
of her family. She met her husband Joel, a
member of the Toro Royal family in Uganda,
in 1995; the couple have been blessed with
two young children: Prince Oyo-Nyabongo and
Princess Batebe.

I most heartily commend Juliet on her con-
tinued professional and personal success and
express my great respect for her as she ac-
cepts the award for February Alum of the
Month from the College of St. Scholastica.
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, last December the
Palm Beach County Hispanic and Latino com-
munity lost one of its most beloved and out-
standing leaders. Luciano Martinez, or “Lou”
as we knew him, dedicated his life to helping
others and founded the Hispanic Human Re-
sources Council, helping thousands of individ-
uals climb the ladder of success over many
years in our local area.

Lou had the biggest heart and the most fer-
tile mind finding unique ways to bring much
needed services to the fast growing Hispanic
and Latino population in Palm Beach County.
Without his tireless work, Head Start would
not be available to launch children into a bet-
ter education, mothers would not have quality
day care to permit them to work and provide
for their children, many low income families
would have never experienced the joys of pur-
chasing their first home, and a host of immi-
grants would be unable to adjust to a new and
different lifestyle. Because of Lou all of the
above did happen.

Most important to Lou was the desire that
while new arrivals adapted to a new culture;
traditional Hispanic and Latino values and cus-
toms honed over thousands of years remained
the centerpiece of family life. This desire to
encourage individual identity, instilled pride in
their common heritage to form a foundation for
future generations to build upon, never forget-
ting the past.

Mr. Speaker, Lou was born in Havana,
Cuba, raised in Florida and arrived in Palm
Beach County fresh with a degree from Flor-
ida International University. His leadership
skills were quickly recognized, and after many
years of helping the less fortunate, Lou in
1977 founded the Hispanic Human Resources
Council and served as its Executive Director
for more than 26 years.

His talent led others to call upon him to
serve on a multitude of community leadership
positions; Board of Directors of JFK Hospital,
the American Red Cross, and The Forum
Club. In helping children, he served on the
Pre-K Early Intervention Committee, Child Ad-
vocacy Board of Palm Beach County, and the
Governor's Conference on Children and
Youth. The Su Casa Housing Program helping
to establish home ownership is a model pro-
gram that is copied elsewhere.

There was so much more to the life of
Luciano Martinez, he touched the lives of so
many people, making life a little easier and
less stressful. The smiling caring face of Lou
was ever present, always ready to go the
extra mile on behalf of his neighbors. His leg-
acy is most apparent in the laughing happy
children of Palm Beach County who continue
to be under the care of the Hispanic Human
Resources Council. The classrooms and play-
rooms in the West Palm Beach centers are
filled with the memories of thousands of chil-
dren who have passed through those doors,
the hundreds who are there today, and the
many more who will enter in future years. | am
confident the spirit of Luciano will always be
looking out for them from afar.

Mr. Speaker, Vaya Con Dios Luciano Mar-
tinez. Well done, mission accomplished.

E173

RECOGNIZING THE CIVIL RIGHTS
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD GIVEN TO
STEPHANIE COWART

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the achievements of Stephanie Cowart
who recently receive the “Civil Rights Achieve-
ment” award chosen by the National Con-
ference for Community and Justice. The
award honors a member of the Niagara Falls
community who exemplifies the works, beliefs
and dreams that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
shared with the world.

Ms. Cowart, who serves as the executive di-
rector of the Niagara Falls Housing Authority,
is one of the African American Women Com-
munity Builders of Western New York. She is
indicative of the vibrant and caring Niagara
Falls community that | am proud to represent
in Congress. As a native of Niagara Falls, her
decision to remain in the area not only to com-
plete her education, but also to commit to im-
proving the community through her work and
by raising a family is impressive. Ms. Cowart
is truly a Niagara Falls jewel.

In addition to her contribution to the commu-
nity through running the Niagara Falls Housing
Authority, she serves the area in her “free
time” as an active member of the Mount Zion
Missionary Baptist Church, and numerous
other organizations. This award is not the first
that Ms. Cowart has received. She is the re-
cipient of numerous citations, including the Ni-
agara County Black Achiever's Candle in the
Dark Award, the Niagara Improvement Asso-
ciation Civic Award, the Niagara University
Fellowship Award, the Niagara Falls Housing
Authority Award of Excellence, the Business
First's prestigious Forty Under 40 award, the
Niagara County’s Woman of the Year Award,
and the Heroes of Public Housing Award.

Stephanie is truly an example to the entire
country, not just my district. | am proud to
bring her achievements to the attention of my
colleagues.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT A.
PERREAULT

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2004

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute to Mr. Robert A. Perreault,
who retired o January 2, 2004, after more than
30 years of service in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA).

A veteran of the United States Navy, Bob
Perreault began his VA career as a Medical
Administrative Assistant in 1974 at the VA
Outpatient Clinic in St. Petersburg, Florida.
Bob rapidly progressed in his career, in VA
field activities at a managerial and executive
level, and in a number of key executive posi-
tions in VA Central Office. Among his notable
assignments, he served in Washington as Di-
rector of the Medical Administration Service;
Executive Assistant to VA's Chief Medical Di-
rector [now Under Secretary for Health]; and
Director of Health Care Reform during the
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